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News pages, broadcasts and social media are good at sharing the challenges of the developing C-19 situation. I 

want to describe the range of experiences facing my team and me. 

Only MPs with oral questions and those with specialist contributions have been at the Palace of Westminster 

in past days. After an active week, my team has moved to as much remote working as possible.  

I am grateful to each of them. Most emails are receiving a speedy response. We pass on important points that 

have come from the experiences of constituents. The biggest current issues as I write are those wondering 

what happens as self-employment incomes are hard hit and how do many visiting Australia and New Zealand 

come home if intermediate airports introduce restrictions. 

Vital insights have come from the doctor, nurse and pharmacist clinicians I have come to trust and rely on over 

our joint years of service. Were I ever to consider a memoir, most stories would be about those who help the 

people I try to assist. The resources available to an MP are really limited to a wide circle of contacts and a 

letter heading that usually brings a response from the public and private sectors. 

It is rare for me to sit in a cottage room with a view of a quiet lane; more often in usual times, I look out across 

the Thames at Westminster, reporting three-card scammers trying to fleece tourists. Also in view is the London 

Eye, the great Millennium Wheel. Until recently it was the most popular paid UK tourist attraction. Before it 

started commercial operation twenty years ago, the co-architect Julia Barfield kindly invited me to bring a 

group for a spin. She said it was because I had been one of the few to greet the initial proposal with 

enthusiasm. 

I had once been flown in a co-pilot’s seat along the river in London; the Wheel would give the same experience 

to millions, without vertigo as the whole structure moves slowly. I think it epitomises revolution: you set off in 

one direction; twenty-five minutes later you arrive where you started from the opposite side. 

The view of the lane shows a number of things I had not noticed. On the outside of the window panes I have 

counted eight separate types of insects. In the lane, nearly every walker stops to look at the magnolia, given 

thirty years ago by an elderly lady. After two quiet decades, each year has been more magnificent than before, 

though unseen by me during days of duty and of pleasure in Worthing West, West Sussex and at Westminster. 

In the further field I have watched the crows appear from the trees to mob the red kite that flew over three 

times. Ducks too are on the wing, in pairs, triplets and a foursome. 

What is not a surprise has been the offers of help and the adjusted ways of working by so many. I pay tribute 

to all. We know who will suffer most when health, income, wealth and familiar companionship are hit. Some 

official adjustments have been made already. Others will follow although we should not pretend everything 

will be easy for all. 

Links with the Jewish and Muslim communities have made it possible to alter the proposed emergency death 

procedures. The needs of the self-employed and of traders, full and part-time, are high in the representations 

we are making to ministers.  

Additionally, helping the dedicated Reprieve lawyer Clive Stafford-Smith, I have reengaged with the 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office to ask for temporary or permanent release of Krishna Maharaj, in 

Florida prisons for 30 years after wrongly being convicted. His appeal hearing is close. I would like his 

spring surprise to be life at home with his wife. 

Please note this website with useful links: updates are posted to help readers 

https://www.sirpeterbottomley.com/covid19 
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