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In normal times, there are popular walks along the South Downs. One of my favourites is from the top of Bury 

Hill. The Arun river and railway wind through the valley to the north of Amberley castle. To the south the 

Rampion wind farm lies in the sea beyond Arundel and the coastal communities of our constituencies. 

The difficulty with day-to-day political activity is that it is often hides actions that can compound up to great 

benefits. There were arguments in the 1970s about coal miners and the industrial disputes. I kept trying to 

include the question: why were we burning coal and why were we choosing to continue deep mining? 

In the mid-1980s as an employment minister I knew how to say and to spell pneumoconiosis (better known as 

Black Lung Disease) and mesothelioma when raising compensation levels for the many suffering health 

problems caused by mining. 

Margaret Thatcher ignited world interest in climate change and the need to decarbonise electricity. That 

required steps away from coal and for a time the use of gas as a main fuel rather than being kept for peak 

loads and windless days.  

We debate the extent to which nuclear power generation counts as ‘green’. There is the question whether 

small modular plants will be popular in many non-nuclear constituencies? Few would have welcomed a new 

coal mine either.  

Future energy supply will reach our homes, offices and factories by pipe and by wire. Experts have yet to agree 

whether hydrogen will replace natural gas. During a seminar on Tuesday I gained knowledge from a wise 

panel. One explained that the United Kingdom has done relatively well because the structure for the electricity 

market was basically right. 

It was vital to guarantee markets and prices for largescale renewable generation, particularly wind turbines. 

Financing costs drop when the return on the investment is certain. That helped Siemens invested heavily in 

blade manufacturing at Hull. 

Another of my ministerial responsibilities was gaining parliamentary approval for the Queen Elizabeth M25 

bridge linking Dartford in Kent and Thurrock in Essex. The substantial borrowing cost was kept low because the 

tunnel traffic tolls produced revenue. I believe it was one of the best privately designed, funded, built and 

operated schemes. There are few others. Tolls should have ended after fourteen years as planned. A 

subsequent government made the charge a tax. 

It took years to convert towns and cities from town gas, baking coal locally, to the national gas grid that 

brought natural gas to many of our homes. Planning, consultations, wayleaves, engineering: all these elements 

take time.  

My hope is that parliament and government will have regular hearings and debates on the reasons for long-

term ambitions and planning. Learn from the emergency efforts put into coping with and overcoming the 

impact of the C-19 crisis, in our country and across the world.  

It is good that the vaccination programme is growing. Our efforts in research and testing are bringing benefits 

at home and we are rightly determined to help around the globe, including the least lucky billion. 

I served on the Select Committee on Overseas Aid and was a trustee of Christian Aid. We went beyond disaster 

relief. We knew that building basic health networks was necessary to tackle smallpox, polio and the ravages of 

malaria.  

Constituents are sensibly self-interested without selfishness. The best parts of modern life, its green 

investment and its miracles of science must benefit everyone around the globe, as soon as possible. Be 

pleased when we are protected; be proud when the world’s population is too. 

 


