
Communities and the Role of Prince Philip 
Sir Peter Bottomley MP 

Worthing Herald and Littlehampton Gazette Article  

15th April 2021 
 

Muslims are now observing daytime fasting, abstinence and reflection. A fortnight earlier than last year, 

Ramadan runs from Tuesday 13 April to Monday 12 May as days lengthen by two hours. 

The fixed Sikh (and Hindu) festival of Vaisakhi takes place this week: it usually falls on 13 or 14 April every year.  

In 1928 a UK law was passed to make possible fixing the Christian Easter as the Sunday after the second 
Saturday in April. This would be compatible with a Vatican proposal that was conditional on other 
denominations agreeing. Still work in progress. The range of 35 days for the date of Easter causes difficulty for 
academic terms and for the leisure sectors. 

Prince Philip’s birthday varies: the Greek orthodox calendar was unreformed.  

Parliament returned on Monday for tributes led by the Prime Minister and Labour’s Sir Kier Starmer as Leader 
of the Official opposition.  

Coming next as father of the house, I could anticipate what might be contributed by others. Harriet Harman 
would follow as mother of the house, the woman with the longest continuous service in the House of 
Commons. She could be eloquent on Prince Philip’s support to the Queen.  

There were times when I referred to myself as a founder member of the Denis Thatcher society, those of us 
married to women more important than we were. Margaret Thatcher’s consort suggested it should be the 
Prince Albert club. 

Prince Philip’s memorable visits here were to Durrington High School with The Queen in 1999 and earlier as 
guest of honour for the Taxi Charity drive-past at Worthing Town Hall. At the school he put students and 
community groups at ease. He was witty and charming. 

Many MPs could focus on his Award scheme and his practical help to faith groups learning together how to 
influence global issues of importance. Instead of details of difference, he brought people together on the 
environment to learn how religions could share effective concern, influencing governments and creating 
cooperation. 

A friendly neighbour challenged me to speak without mentioning the times Prince Philip and I had been 
together. Out went the occasions when, as parliamentary warden of St Margaret’s church in Parliament 
Square, I welcomed Prince Philip after he opened the Royal British Legion Poppy Factory Field of 
Remembrance with Mrs H Jones and in later years with Prince Henry.  

Few people now remember the active industrial welfare work of the Reverend Robert Hyde whose patron was 
Prince Albert, the Duke of York before becoming King George VI on the abdication of his elder brother Edward. 
Prince Philip took over the patronage when his wife became Queen Elizabeth II. The Industrial Society was 
succeeded at No 3 Carlton House Terrace, now Prince Philip House, by the Royal Academy of Engineering, one 
of the mighty organisations created with his drive. 

For several reasons I know something of the improbable Imperial Poona Yacht Club, founded by the 
exceptional MP Sir Reggie Bennett. The Duke of Edinburgh asked to join the group of irreverent yachties. The 
Exceptional Member Extraordinary was given the Poona title of Maharajah. He hosted memorable Tiffins 
aboard the Imperial Dhow Britannia during Cowes Week. The club’s Secretary Wallah recorded many pukka 
points, adding that the in-jokes were too good to share with the public. 

I concluded my brief remarks with Prince Philip’s words: ‘ . . judge for yourself whether, or not, life can be 
significantly improved by not taking it too seriously all the time.’ A great gift. 


