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The State Opening of Parliament starts the parliamentary year, sometimes it extends to two. It is the main 

ceremonial event in the calendar, 

There were no guests for the reduced ceremony. The Queen and the Crown came by car for her first 

appearance in public since the death of Prince Philip. 

As a schoolboy I would stand to cheer opposite the House of Lords’ Sovereign entrance as the coach turned 

under the Victoria Tower where Acts of Parliament are stored on vellum. The Private Bills promoting the 

building of canals and later of railways include fascinating maps with incredible details.  

I had modern experience of the process considering the pleas of affected landowners when working for nearly 

two years on the HS2 Bill committee. Learned well-paid lawyers exercised their skills or at least their voices. 

We agreed witnesses should not answer a question that included double negatives, nor should they respond if 

the question included more than one subjunctive.  

Tuesday was the first day of speeches on the Loyal Address, the parliamentary response to Her Majesty’s 

reading of her Speech - mostly drafted by government departments. The Address is proposed and seconded by 

senior and newish backbenchers on the government side. The Leader of the Opposition speaks before the 

Prime Minister and then the SNP parliamentary leader. I follow, often making Ian Blackford smile; usually he is 

recovering from dramatic rage over some nationalist point.  

My contribution acknowledged the results of the varied votes on Thursday last week. In Scotland, the 

separation parties failed to get more votes than those favouring the historic Union of Great Britain. The 

Hartlepool result was a bit of a shock to some although the previous elections had demonstrated that the 

retiring MP had less than 40% support. Some recall the historic 1975 election that brought me into the 

Commons: it upset the then government; it was the starting point of contemporary plays and films. 

Katy Bourne was elected for the third time with increased support as Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner. 

She is admired nationally. Lisa Townsend, her equivalent in Surrey, once worked for me. 

In county, district and borough elections some candidates won, some lost, often by narrow margins. We 

welcome new councillors. We thank for their service those who retired voluntarily or involuntarily. They have 

helped the quiet undramatic provision of communal services, they take decisions that affect the quality of life, 

the opportunity to work and the support of the vulnerable. 

I talked about our part of the south coast becoming attractive to younger families while continuing to be home 

to older households. Continuing improvements in schools and colleges are the result of hard work and 

cooperation by many in the community, especially during the crisis of the C-19 virus. The impact on education 

at home and at school was intense. 

Too many residential leaseholders have been living with the consequences of the fire safety mistakes of 

others, compounded by official responses that failed to deal promptly and fully with the costs of making 

homes safe and saleable. 

Last week’s fire in East London spread to three storeys. The builders could and should have made the flats safe 

two years ago, not waiting to start preliminary work two weeks ago.  

Fire safety matters to every household. That is why I do and why I shall continue to campaign with others 

across the political spectrum to make leaseholders’ lives better. 

Parliament must redress injustice. That is the role and the responsibility of each MP. 

 


