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The week started with a series of successes for individual constituents. Our helping service is confidential: that 

is why we do not give details. Efforts to resolve difficulties work often, not always. 

Sometimes we can suggest an alternative way to view an issue. It can be helpful to change the question. Most 

organisations, private or public, want to do what is right, if possible and fair. The people with the computers 

can say yes. 

On Tuesday, the Prime Minister reported on the Integrated Review of security, defence, development and 

foreign policy. It was said to be the most comprehensive since the Cold War.  

That is why I paid tribute in the House of Commons to Labour’s Ernest Bevin, the great trade union leader who 

served in the war-time coalition Cabinet before becoming Clement Attlee’s trusted Labour Foreign Secretary. 

He opposed fascism and communism at home and abroad.  

He aided the creation of NATO. His earlier speech leading to the Western European Union was prepared when 

staying at the Workers Travel Association house near the Isle of Wight eastern point across the Solent from 

West Sussex.  

Winston Churchill said Bevin was the most distinguished Labour Party man in his time. The war Emergency 

Powers (Defence) Act gave him control over the labour force. He stood next to Churchill on VE Day. He was not 

perfect. His contributions were vital. 

Labour would, when kind, acknowledge the contribution made to planning a National Health Service free at 

the point of need by Henry Willink, the coalition’s Conservative minister of health. In 1944 he held up the first 

NHS White Paper. Give credit also to the first health minister Christopher Addison, in 1919 when a Liberal. 

Free societies gain when some essential services like education and health are free to use. Our economies 

work best with free enterprise or private endeavours, subject to regulation and safety standards as 

appropriate. It was not obvious why the National Freight Corporation should be a state-owned monopoly, nor 

why the British Restaurants needed to continue after the war. Over 2,000 served 600,000 inexpensive meals a 

day. Some became Civic Restaurants for a time. 

I spoke strongly against reducing the 70 pence in each £100 of our national income dedicated as official aid. 

This long-term aim was achieved from 2013 during the more recent coalition government. I accepted 

combining the overseas development civil servants with their colleagues in the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office.  

My party, with others, committed to maintaining the 0.7%, adding the word ‘proudly’. Each minister and 

government supporter was elected with that aim. I said in public that I wished to be beside the Prime Minister 

as well as behind him. He did not reply directly to the request to meet senior Conservatives who do not want a 

cut greater than the natural reduction while our economy is low. 

From my time studying overseas development and informed by past responsibility as a trustee of Christian Aid, 

I know that in each country the quality and the quantity of official aid has to be combined with security, 

governance and opportunities for trade free from corruption. Above all, educate females. 

Returning to national protection, I remain active in the Parliamentary group dedicated to continuing the 

reduction of deaths on our roads. From 1982, we have been responsible for practical effective initiatives. The 

freedom to crash more often because of significant impairment by drugs or drinks or both is not a freedom for 

those who care. 

 


