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My wife and I have always admired Terry Bamford. His recent death was reported in the Herald and Gazette 

last week. He lived with Margaret Bamford in Findon. He has been an inspiration to many others in the United 

Kingdom and overseas.  

Everyone in Parliament whether on the backbenches or in ministries gained by his applied knowledge as a 

frontline social worker and as a senior manager. He was dedicated to recognising social work as a vital 

profession. 

My grandmothers did much as volunteers in Cambridgeshire and Shropshire. My mother qualified at the 

London School of Economics and was a part-time professional. My wife was doubly qualified. Before entering 

the Commons she was dedicated to child guidance clinics in south London. Even in her part-time social science 

research, she applied professional knowledge and used her common-sense day after day to assist troubled 

families.  

Terry’s Service is this Friday at Christ Church in central Worthing. Many of his colleagues in BASW, the British 

Association of Social Workers, will remember his great years as president in 1982-84. My recollections include 

his valiant work to negotiate the end of the social workers’ industrial action in the late 1970s when the then 

government caused cuts in vital services when expansion had been promised. 

The Barclay Inquiry considered whether and how social work might be helped by appropriate regulation. I was 

convinced by him that, when recognised as professionals, social workers should not be seen just as staff of 

their employers. Around that time, I was chair of the Church of England Children’s Society with 100 projects 

and 1,000 colleagues. I knew the value of all they did and the respect they earned every day.  

Terry’s career started in probation, clearly one of the most potentially effective ways to reduce continuing 

crime by resettling ex-offenders. Later he was responsible for a health and social services board in Northern 

Ireland when I volunteered for what became a year as the minister responsible for agriculture and for 

environment. 

He believed in taking personal responsibility, helping things to go right in the lives of others and being 

prepared to resign if an organisation for which he felt responsible hit the rocks. 

Outside the United Kingdom, he had been the representative to Amnesty International for the International 

Federation of Social Workers. Bad governments could be abominable to community development workers in 

South America. I saw some of that in El Salvador. 

One of the tests of a man is how he supports his wife or life partner. Few readers will need reminding of the 

many important roles filled by Margaret Bamford. In each position, her Terry understood and might help, 

especially when having to take difficult necessary decisions.  

There can be few couples who together and individually gave public service the inspiration, the dedication and 

the constancy that brings results. What should we seek? Compassion that achieves results. Courage that helps 

the leader inspire people around them in the tasks for which they are responsible. Principle: the foundation to 

be firm without being dictatorial or bull-headed. 

In each constituency there are individuals and households whose lives can be improved and often transformed 

by professional and voluntary social workers. The Nottinghamshire Police and Crime Commissioner is Paddy 

Tipping. He was a Labour MP and minister after using his social science qualification as a senior project 

manager with the Children’s Society and after progressing to chair the County social services committee. 

Paddy showed in political and public service the qualities Terry showed constantly in his life’s work. 


