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Everyone who has died was a constituent of an MP like me. We also represent the frontline staff who have 

maintained vital services in care homes, hospitals and hospice services, who keep going the transport, the 

retail and the manufacturing services on which we rely. Remember too the chaplains, the teachers and 

support staff throughout the country. 

Members of Parliament were not affected financially by consequences of C-19, unlike those who have lost 

employment or faced reduced income. On Tuesday morning I was involved in an all-party video meeting for 

the ‘Excluded’ led by a Scottish Liberal Democrat. We are concerned for the self-employed and the new 

traders caught outside the welcome schemes of support. The ‘gig economy’ had grown greatly. Many who 

contributed flexibly have been stranded. We campaign for them. 

Additionally, I have agreed an initiative led by Caroline Lucas, Green party. Under the title Limits to Growth, we 

make the point that measuring the size of the economy does not tell us how well off we all are. Government 

and society should always be looking for greater well-being; we can agree some of the elements. 

Reduce domestic abuse; increase support services; reduce the likelihood that people mistreat each other – in a 

household, at work in modern slavery or in other ways. Our approaches to being kinder to our shared earth 

and environment give the way forward. At the same time, reduce the incidence and improve access to 

effective assistance.  

Involvement in voluntary groups, some linked to churches, some secular, leaves lasting lessons. By helping 

others, we can learn better how to help ourselves. Giving our hands, our hearts and when we can, giving from 

our purses and pockets does make a difference.  

The human impact and costs of the coronavirus go beyond life, health and income, bringing forward local 

heroes. Lockdown kept in many of the people on whom we have relied to volunteer in charity activities and 

shops. It restricted opportunities for annual festivals, horticultural shows and for the social life of schools, 

colleges and faith groups. 

On Friday I shall be reading from the Bible at the restricted funeral of a great retired cleric. I shall miss calling 

on him; I hope in future years to be able to talk of his life to his grandchildren. As churches reopen safely, we 

can rebuild the sense of community, locally and nationally. In village, town and city, it is true that life has 

changed. 

It is also right to say that when things go wrong, we must notice, and we should try to stop the same bad 

things happening. A recent constituency call was to inspect an inadequate building. When ordinary households 

suffer, I step in when possible. The lawyer may have to ask whether the procedure was followed; I choose to 

ask whether the process and the outcome are fair. 

There has been a powerful impact of C-19 on arts and heritage. As the Commons co-chair of the all-party 

group, I welcome the announcement of financial support. Let us make sure the appropriate funds flow to our 

local museums, galleries and theatres. The loss of a pantomime season can break a town playhouse.  

It will not be possible to remake our local life, reproducing the precise patterns of working life and leisure 

pursuits we shared before. We can and should share the burden and together take responsibility for our 

common future. 

 

 


