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During a good group call on Tuesday, I heard unselfish interest for others, typical of constituents from 

Rustington to central Worthing and from High Salvington to the coast at Goring by Sea. 

I heard concerns about the need to use natural resources with care, to reduce and then to try to eliminate 

hydrocarbons from within the ground, whether coal, oil or gases. We had worked over twenty years in 

campaigns for Fair Trade coffee and bananas, for ecologically friendly cleaning products and for the United 

Kingdom to meet the commitment to reach the United Nation target of giving 70p of each £100 to official 

overseas aid.  

Each political party should be green, red and blue. My view is that it is healthy and effective to have two main 

alternative government teams; it is good that insurgent parties can come in and that the nations within the 

United Kingdom can choose distinctive parties.  

The prime minister can change without having a general election. If she or he is defeated at the polls, the 

furniture van makes the Downing street visit, probably self-driven if Kenneth Clarke is Chancellor of the 

Exchequer.  

Alternative governments have maintained overlapping policy on international defence partnerships, on 

European policies (with ups and downs, ins and outs), improving and extending National Health Services, 

maintained open market policies (with some nationalisations and denationalisations). Leaning at times to left 

and to right, the dominant desired direction has been forward. 

The greening of practice is important to all. National policy has helped extend use of electricity and the 

decarbonisation of the generation of electricity. In fewer than 30 years the UK reduced emissions by 42% while 

the economy grew healthily.  We became the first major country to eliminate contributions to global warming 

by 2050. 

Local government – district, borough and county councils – have made possible the effective actions by 

households across each constituency for reduction of rubbish, to greater effectiveness in recycling and to 

dramatic cuts to landfill with elimination of dumping at sea. 

In our discussion, I recalled my quiet determination to end deep mining of coal, knowing harm done to the 

lungs of hundreds of thousands. I became responsible for compensation payments on a massive scale to 

generations of miners. Few minded about the minor earth tremors or small earthquakes then.  

Many mines were closed quietly by Labour governments before Arthur Scargill went on what seemed to be a 

fight against moderate miners, against those worse off than his members and against the environmental and 

economic interest in ending reliance on sulphurous coal. 

We agreed a fair index of well-being would make up for the limitations of economic data. Extra economic 

activity does not always increase well-being. When people chose a new job or a new home, they can shorten 

the journey between the two. The result would be extra spare time for family, for friends and for hobbies or 

volunteering. Reduced spending on travel disappoints an economic statistician; it should be counted a plus by 

any measure of well-being. 

Achieving and maintaining the United Nations aid target year after year pleases me. It goes with the 

desire to open our domestic market to imports from developing countries on terms that are fair. 

Decades ago, I worked with Labour and Conservative MPs to produce a unanimous report on how 

the earlier European Communities should overcome vested interests to achieve fairer access to 

countries in Africa who could export to us. It is best when what is good for you is also good for me. 

 


