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As St Valentine’s Day approaches, let us reflect on love that matters as much as romantic attachment. My wife 

and I try to recognise the ‘elderly orphan’, the child who in middle years gives up the likelihood of life-long 

marriage or partnership because they care for a parent to the end of life. Their capacity for devotion without 

romance earns our admiration and appreciation.  

As we established our household, three single retired women gave us significant help. We try to pass on that 

practical love in our turn. 

It has been suggested that Valentine’s Day might have been brought in to supersede the vile rabble’s 

Lupercalia festival. It is more likely that the romantic side of Valentine comes from the time and writing of 

Chaucer with the poetic traditions of courtly love. 

There was at least as much uncourtly love with rather more explicit language. The modern side of our February 

14th cards features expressions of affection and admiration that can be said or read in the open. Virginia and I 

exchange familiar cards. One goes back decades. It is my turn this year to pass it back to her. 

We know that concern for each other and for ourselves are the foundations of the steps necessary to live with 

the coronavirus and then to balance risks and benefits for lives to become unlocked in the weeks and months 

ahead. 

With self-interest and without selfishness we must help spread around the world all possible protection 

against the virus and against its consequences in poorer countries too. 

Be aware of the possibilities of newer methods of connecting. Public service broadcasters have been brilliant 

during the crisis. Meridian, within ITV, has engaged with many teenagers through social media. BBC Bitesize 

presents marvellous education snippets that go way beyond the exclusive interest of school age students. 

Channels 4 and 5 also have their distinctive contributions. 

My conviction is that we should be aware of ways to protect broadcasting as we have known it, without 

disrespect for SKY, Netflix, Disney and others. Times Radio is a welcome addition. Andrew Neil’s GB News may 

be as well. 

International modern media organisations grow because they provide service and services that people use and 

enjoy. Public service broadcasters, BBC and the commercial alternatives, produce fair and impartial news 

services essential to democracy and to our regional identities. 

The legislative framework is updated every twenty years. We must ensure new platforms include public 

service channels. Intervention can guarantee access for the public. Constituents at home appreciate having 

traditional services on tap during ordinary times and especially during crisis, whether virus or weather, and at 

times of national events, whether resolving parliamentary deadlock as over Brexit, great national sporting 

clashes or the resolution of drama series.  

There will be ways to ensure commercial life for regional and especially local newspapers. Each week I learn 

much through the pages of the Herald and the Gazette titles. An MP, like a telephone exchange, connects 

established and new links. News, sport and commercial desks of the local papers do that every day of the 

week.  

Welcome modern technologies. Do not just destroy the old. Example: when the railway network like the canal 

system had to be reduced, we should have protected the lines, rather than build over them. Blending the new 

with the old can be our contribution in the future.  

Love and loves can be individual or shared. Private cards, newspapers and public broadcasting matter. Each 

plays a part. 

 


